
In this month's newsletter, you'll find all the information you need to
know for both World Equestrian Center locations in February!

Mark Your Calendars for FEI Jumping Competition During
the 2023 WEC – Ocala Winter Spectacular Show Series

Enter Here

February Event Calendar

World Equestrian Center – Ocala:

Grandview World Nights: February 9-11 – Grandview World Nights comes once a
year. A glorious competition of the highest level in the draft horse industry, this
competition features three days of competition consisting of Clydesdales, Percherons
and Belgians, the largest and most powerful horses in the world. Thursday and Friday
are casual and Saturday is formal attire.

Buy Tickets

World of Red Valentine's Day Party: February 11 – Experience a deluxe party with a
renowned band from Orlando that has mastered every genre. Enjoy cocktails and
dancing. Formal attire is required.
Arena 5
7:30 p.m.-8:30 p.m. – Happy Hour
8:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m. – Dance

Valentine's Day at Stirrups: February 14 – Treat your sweetheart to a decadent five-
course dining experience for Valentine’s Day. This prix-fixe menu will be the exclusive
offering of the night and features courses such as chilled oysters, a choice of beef
tenderloin or king salmon, and an incredible chocolate and hazelnut praline dessert.
A master-sommelier selected wine pairing is available to add to the experience for an
additional price. Three seatings are available at 4 p.m., 6 p.m. and 8 p.m.

Reserve Now

Passport to France: February 24 – Journey to France by way of food and wine.
Passport to France, the first event in the 2023 Wine Series presented by Wheels Up,
will transport you through the diverse terroir of the world’s most prominent wine-
producing region. 

Buy Tickets

AKC Flyball Dog Challenge: February 25-26 – The Flyball Dog Challenge includes
some of the top canine competitors who have gathered to compete against each
other. Experience the free event at Expo Center 2.

Food Truck Fridays: Every Friday during the 2023 Winter Spectacular Series World
Equestrian Center – Ocala brings big flavor and fun out to the RV Park from 5
p.m.-10 p.m. Grab your people, bring your chairs and try out fun selections from the
rotating themed menus featuring eclectic items like Asian bowls, Gyros and more.
Exhibitors can enjoy a beer and wine bar, yard games and live music by The Grass
Campers.

World Equestrian Center – Wilmington:

Valentine Adoption Day: February 11 – Adopt your furry Valentine in time for
Valentine's Day. The Clinton County Humane Society is returning to Vendor Village at
World Equestrian Center – Wilmington with adoptable pets.

Valentine’s Day Braiding Contest: February 11 – Decorate your equine sweetheart,
and enter them into the braiding contest for a chance to win a prize. The contest will
be held in Vendor Village and will consist of two age groups, 15 and under and 16
and over.

Music Trivia: February 17 – Can you name the song? Exhibitors will have a chance to
play music trivia in The Paddock Club.

Red Light Green Light Equestrian Style: February 18 – Saddle up and ride on over to
the Sanctuary Warm-Up Ring after the Grand Prix for a game of Red Light Green
Light.

Simon Says Hula Hoop Competition: February 25 – How long can you hula?
Exhibitors will compete by hula hooping for as long as they can while doing what
Simon tells them to do. The competition will be held in the Sanctuary Ring after the
Grand Prix.

Monthly Event Calendar

February Show Calendar

The WEC – Wilmington Winter in the Midwest continues in February. Photo courtesy of WEC.

World Equestrian Center – Wilmington

2023 Winter in the Midwest Dates

Winter Classic VIII: February 1-5
Winter Classic IX: February 8-12
Winter Classic X: February 15-19
Winter Classic XI: February 22-26
Winter Classic XII: March 1-5
Winter Classic Spring Forward: March 8- 12 
Winter Classic XIV: March 15-19
Winter Classic XV: March 22-26
Winter Classic XVI: March 29-April 2
Winter Classic XVII: April 12-16 

WEC – Wilmington Winter in the Midwest Prize List

WEC – Ocala will host hunter/jumper and dressage competition in February. Photo by Maven
Photo + Film

World Equestrian Center – Ocala

2023 Winter Spectacular Dates
Winter Spectacular V: February 1-5 
Winter Spectacular VI: February 8-12 
Winter Spectacular VII: February 15-19 
Winter Spectacular VIII: February 22-26 
Winter Spectacular IX: February 28- March 5 
Winter Spectacular X: March 8-12 
Winter Spectacular XI: March 15-19 
Winter Spectacular XII: March 22-26 

WEC – Ocala Winter Spectacular Prize List

FEI CSI3* Competition During Winter Spectacular IX

Competition Schedule:

Wednesday, March 1
$6,000 1.40m CSI3* Speed | 8 a.m. start
$37,000 1.45m CSI3* Speed

Thursday, March 2
$50,000 Welcome Prix CSI3* | 7 p.m. start

Friday, March 3
$37,000 CSI3* Power & Speed | 8 a.m. start

Saturday, March 4
$140,000 Lugano Diamonds Grand Prix CSI3* | 7 p.m. start

Learn More

World Equestrian Center – Ocala February Dressage USEF/USDF Show: February
22-26

WEC – Ocala Dressage Prize List

Save the Dates: 2023 World Equestrian Center – Ocala Dressage Schedule

March 8-12 – USEF/USDF competition
April 13-16 – CDI 3* and USEF/USDF competition
May 25-28 – CDI 3* and USEF/USDF competition
August 24-27 – USEF/USDF competition
September 14-17 – CDI 3* and USEF/USDF competition
October 19-22 – USEF/USDF competition
November 16-19 – CDI-W and USEF/USDF competition (Pending USEF & FEI
approval)
December 7-10 – CDI-W and USEF/USDF competition (Pending USEF & FEI
approval)

Good Luck to the 2023 WEC Premier Equitation Cup
Championship Powered by Gary Yeomans Ford

Competitors

The 2023 WEC Premier Equitation Cup Championship powered by Gary Yeomans Ford will
take place February 11, 2023, at World Equestrian Center – Ocala. Photo by Andrew Ryback

Photography.

The 2023 WEC Premier Equitation Cup Championship powered by Gary Yeomans
Ford is right around the corner. The prestigious event will be held on February 11
during Week VI of the 2023 Winter Spectacular Show Series at World Equestrian
Center – Ocala.

On the day of the Premier Equitation Cup Championship, nine-time ASPCA Maclay
course designer Bobby Murphy and renowned performance coach John Haime will
walk through the Premier Equitation Cup Championship course with the competitors.
Murphy will discuss the build of his tracks while Haime provides how riders can
leverage the experience to enrich their competition year. 

John Haime is also offering exclusive Barn Sessions to help riders build their mental
muscles and gain confidence to maximize their abilities. For more information or to
book your Barn Session visit https://johnhaime.com/the-barn-sessions-live-series/. 

Class Specifications

Sponsor of the Month: Main Street Wilmington

Main Street Wilmington is a proud sponsor of World Equestrian Center – Wilmington.
Main Street Wilmington works to promote locally owned businesses of all kinds.
Additionally, Main Street Wilmington welcomes new entrepreneurs looking to
establish a downtown home. Main Street Wilmington also organizes community
events and works on beautification projects to make downtown Wilmington an inviting
and vibrant place to be.

Learn More

Vendor Spotlight: 70º

Experience female-owned performance apparel collection 70° in Vendor Village at
World Equestrian Center – Wilmington. Designed by Alisa Durando, who showed for
decades in the hunters and jumpers and rode with the Rocky Fork Headley Hunt in
Columbus, OH, the popular 70° line will also be available at WEC – Ocala beginning
in March 2023.

The 70° brand recognizes the need for performance materials and fit, but also honors
equestrian traditions by adhering to all USEF guidelines for show ring attire. Why the
name 70°? It is the perfect temperature for the body’s optimal muscle performance,
so design and fabric choices are based on regulating body heat to cool or wick away
sweat, plus provide sun protection. The 70º line offers a high level of performance
and quality with a look of European elegance at an inclusive price. Whether you are
training at home or showing on the circuit, 70° strives to offer great style and
innovative performance. Visit www.70degrees.life to learn more.

WEC – Wilmington Facility Highlight: Dragonfly Academy

Photos courtesy of WEC

Dragonfly Academy is a private school located at World Equestrian Center –
Wilmington dedicated to providing student-athletes with a customized educational
support program. Tailored to the unique needs of the equestrian athlete, Dragonfly
Academy offers full-time registration, one-on-one tutoring, test proctoring or simple
facility usage for independent study.

Dragonfly Academy is now accepting new full-time and tutoring students for the 2023
academic year. Contact Samantha Schlaegel for more information at 810-841-0317. 

Learn More

Congratulations to the 2022 Year-End Winners

Photo by Winslow Photography

World Equestrian Center is pleased to recognize its hard-working exhibitors with
year-end championship awards. Exhibitors accumulated points based on placings at
World Equestrian Center shows at both the Wilmington and Ocala venues throughout
the 2022 competition season.

Championship prizes and ribbons have been awarded up to sixth place in nearly 200
divisions. Year-end awards may be picked up at either facility. 

WEC – Wilmington Awards

WEC – Ocala Awards

Save the Date: 'All for the Horses Expo' Presented by Ariat
International, Inc.

The All for the Horses Expo, an all-equine industry tradeshow presented by Ariat
International, Inc. will take place March 3-5, 2023. The inaugural expo will be held
during the ninth week of the 2023 Winter Spectacular Show Series at World
Equestrian Center – Ocala, which features top FEI CSI3* show jumping competition.
The All for the Horses Expo will showcase a carefully curated collection of vendors
from across the equine industry.

Along with the thousands of people attending the 2023 Winter Spectacular Show
Series, World Equestrian Center – Ocala welcomes spectators and fans of the sport
to the show grounds and invite all to visit the All for the Horses Expo presented by
Ariat International, Inc. The expo will be open to spectators from 9 a.m.-6 p.m. each
day. There is no charge for admission or parking.

University of Florida Equine Hospital at World Equestrian
Center – Ocala Offers Equine Rehabilitative Services

The equine veterinarians at the University of Florida Veterinary Hospital at World
Equestrian Center – Ocala are board-certified in equine sports medicine and
rehabilitation, well-versed in the demands of each individual sport horse and can
provide a range of rehabilitative treatments and programs to ensure your horse
performs or recovers at its best.

Rehabilitation therapy may be used to treat a variety of injuries or medical conditions,
as well as to improve overall fitness and wellness in horses. A few of the key
rehabilitation modalities at the University of Florida Hospital at World Equestrian
Center – Ocala are the underwater treadmill, dry salt room, whole stall Theraplate
and the solarium.

The UF Veterinary Hospital also offers state-of-the-art equine diagnostic imaging by
board-certified veterinary radiologists. To learn more about the hospital’s offerings,
visit hospitals.vetmed.ufl.edu/wec or call (352) 414-3858 for information and
appointments.

Hours:
Equine Animal Hospital: Monday through Saturday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.
Small Animal Hospital: Monday through Sunday, 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Learn More

Construction Continues on Second Hotel at World
Equestrian Center – Ocala

Photos by Maven Photo + Film

Construction continues on World Equestrian Center – Ocala's new hotel and
restaurant/conference complex. World Equestrian Center – Ocala is making great
progress toward the projected 2024 opening. In the meantime, enjoy these aerial
images from the site.

World Equestrian Center in the News

This Is My South

WEC Social Media Memories

Remember to tag World Equestrian Center and use #worldequestriancenter on
all of your WEC social media posts!

About World Equestrian Center
World Equestrian Center features two premier equestrian and multidisciplinary
venues in Ocala, Florida, and Wilmington, Ohio. 

These exclusive facilities comprise state-of-the-art arenas, expansive stadiums,
versatile outdoor space, sporting fields and well-appointed exposition centers. An
abundance of lodging options and luxury accommodations are conveniently located
on-site, along with shopping and dining throughout each property.

Dedicated to offering great sport and good fun in a family-friendly environment, World
Equestrian Center promises an unparalleled experience for exhibitors, spectators,
vendors, sponsors and retailers built on three core values: Quality. Class. Distinction.

Learn more at wec.net.

Media Contact: 
Candace FitzGerald 
candace.fitzgerald@wec.net
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